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Unit 1: Native American Culture

Chapter 2: The First Americans

In this chapter, we will describe the Native Americans in our 5 regions of the United States: Northeast, Northwest, Southeast, Southwest, and the Midwest.

Big Idea - Each tribe of Native Americans in the U.S. used the resources available to them from the land to eat, make shelter, trade with each other, and endure the climate in their region.

Teacher Read Aloud - What do you know about the American Indians of the Southwest?  This read aloud describes how the Southwest Indians farm the land today, as they've always done.

Look at the map on p. 55 in your book to see a map of where they lived.

Our reading skill used often in this chapter is questioning, or asking about what is happening.

Using context clues, define the following words from p. 36
a.) agriculture - ____________________________________________________
b.) clan - ____________________________________________________

c.) irrigation - ___________________________________________________

d.) nomad -______________________________________________________
Lesson 1: Ancient Americans

Vocabulary for this chapter (use made flashcards/make flashcards)

a. landform


i. clan
b. plateau


j. pueblo
c. region



k. staple
d. economy


l. ceremony
e. environment


m. lodge
f. agriculture


n. nomad
g. civilization


o. travois
h. potlatch


p. longhouse
In this lesson, you will be able to:

· summarize how people first came to the American continents.

· describe the location, climate, food, resources, and shelter of the Inuits.

People Arrive in the Americas
What do you think a land bridge between 2 continents looks like?  Why might people go from one continent to another?
· scientists believe that a nature-made land bridge once linked ____________ to _______________  _______________ 

· one _____________ about how people got to America is by a land bridge, while others believe the came by _____________ from the ocean

Beringia
· the Earth was much colder years ago during the __________  ____________

· glacier - _______________________________________________________

· the ____________  ____________ is between Alaska and Asia

· this area was grassy, so people __________ from one continent to another along _________________, hunting many animals

· migration - ______________________________________________________

      migrate - "to move"
· soon, the glaciers melted and the oceans formed.  Beringia became engulfed (covered) in water
· hunters soon spread out throughout North America and these Indians were soon named the _____________- _________________

Civilizations Develop

· to survive, Paleo-Indians _______________, _____________, and ______________ wild plants

· they also used agriculture to survive

· agriculture - _____________________________________________________

· because people began to grow crops such as ______________, _____________, and ______________, families ____________ in one place and villages became cities

· civilization - _____________________________________________________
The Mound Builders
· The Adena, Hopewell, and Mississippians were together called _________________  ______________
· in these mounds they ______________ those who died and some also buried jewelry

· these groups lived in the ____________  ___________  _____________, Wisconsin, and near the _____________________ River

The Aztecs

· the Aztecs lived in __________________  _________________

· they grew lots of corn, beans, and squash and caught ______________

· they Aztecs were very ________________________
The Inuit

· The Inuit settled near the _________________ in Alaska, Canada, and Greenland

· they live in a _______________ climate

· because there was a lack of plants, the Inuits ate _____________, ______________, and _____________

· they built their homes from ____________ to make _______________

· stone, wood, and _______________ skins were also used

Complete/Review "reading skill and strategy" handout
Complete p. 13 for practice

watch brief video segment on Inuits 

complete chart on Inuits
