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Unit 1: Native American Culture

Chapter 2: The First Americans

In this chapter, we are examining the Native Americans in our 5 regions of the United States: Northeast, Northwest, Southeast, Southwest, and the Midwest.

Big Idea - Each tribe of Native Americans in the U.S. used the resources available to them from the land to eat, make shelter, trade with each other, and endure the climate in their region.

Lesson 2: Peoples of the Northwest

Vocabulary for this chapter (use made flashcards/make flashcards)

a. landform


i. clan

b. plateau


j. pueblo

c. region



k. staple

d. economy


l. ceremony

e. environment


m. lodge

f. agriculture


n. nomad

g. civilization


o. travois

h. potlatch


p. longhouse

In this lesson, you will be able to:

· explain how the geography of the Northwest influenced the lives of the native peoples of the region.

· describe the way of life and culture of the Nez Perce and Kwakiutl.

The Northwest

Look at the map on p. 47.  What region of the U.S. does it show?  What do you think were the resources that the people of the Northwest had for food and shelter?

· __________________ was one very important resource to the NW Native Americans

· between the Pacific Ocean and the coastal mountains lies the _______________  _____________________

· further inland is the _______________ region between the Cascades and the Rockies

Pacific Northwest

· those in the Pacific Northwest ____________ and _______________

· _________________ was an important resource to the people
· surplus - ___________________________________________________________
· the N.A. in the Pacific NW used wood to carve __________ into _____________ and ______________  ____________

· these canoes were called ______________________ and were used to carry goods to trade

· totem poles are tall poles that are ______________ and ____________ with human and animal figures
· they were often located in front of ________________

· ___________________ were often held to celebrate marriages or building of a house

· potlatch - ___________________________________________________________

"potlatch" comes from a N.A. word meaning "to make a gift"
Plateau: The Nez Perce
· the Nez Perce lived on the _______________ Plateau and settled in valleys
· they ate a lot of ________________and then hunted and gathered _____________ and ________________

· they lived in ______________ in the winter and lived on food they had _________________ earlier

Which 2 important resources helped the Pacific Northwest Indians survive?

a.

b.

*The winter homes of the Nez Perce were built over large pits and covered with bark, grass, and earth.  They dressed in clothes made of deer or rabbit skins and shredded bark.  Soon, their clothes were decorated with beads because they could trade for these beads with other Native Americans.

watch short video on the Nez Perce, complete chart on Nez Perce
The Kwakiutl
· The Kwakiutl were a large N.A. group in the ________________  _______________
· they built villages near the ______________ or _____________ to make getting food easier

· they ate a lot of ______________________

· they built homes from ______________ trees and _________________ them

· they made their clothing from __________________

Kwakiutl Villages
· the ______________ faced the sea

· clan - _________________________________________________________
· some houses in villages were used for special celebrations

· the men usually ________________, while the women gathered _____________ and __________________
· During the winter, everyone ate what was gathered in the earlier months, and then held potlatches and carved.

Kwakiutl Today

· the Kwakiutl live along the west coast of _____________________

· most of them still _______________ and gather ________________

· they love to sing, dance, tell stories, and create art.  They like to create ___________

How was Kwakiutl life different in winter than in summer?

______________________________________________________________________

Watch short video on kwakiutls "the tribes of the NW coast", show website on them (show Kwakiutl masks), music from them
write in your chart about the Kwakiutls

Discuss lesson review p. 49

Complete/Review "reading skill and strategy" handout
Complete p. 14 & 15 for practice (HW)
