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Unit 1: Native American Culture

Chapter 2: The First Americans

In this chapter, we are examining the Native Americans in our 5 regions of the United States: Northeast, Northwest, Southeast, Southwest, and the Midwest.

Big Idea - Each tribe of Native Americans in the U.S. used the resources available to them from the land to eat, make shelter, trade with each other, and endure the climate in their region.

Lesson 4: Peoples of the Plains (Midwest)
Vocabulary for this chapter (use made flashcards/make flashcards)

a. landform


i. clan

b. plateau


j. pueblo

c. region



k. staple

d. economy


l. ceremony

e. environment


m. lodge

f. agriculture


n. nomad

g. civilization


o. travois

h. potlatch


p. longhouse

In this lesson, you will be able to:

· explain how the geography of the Great Plains influenced the lives of the American Indians of the region.

· describe the way of life and culture of the Pawnee and Comanche.

The Great Plains
Look at the map on p. 61.  What region of the U.S. does it show?  What do you think were the resources that the people of the Great Plains had for food and shelter? (hint: see picture on p. 60)
The skill for this lesson is drawing conclusions
· The Plains Indians lived on huge plains of ______________, which extended for many miles 
· The Great Plains stretch from the ___________________  _______________ to the __________________  __________________ (TX to Canada)
· The Eastern Plains gets more ______________ than the Western Plains
· one major food source on the Great Plains is the ______________________

Eastern Plains: The Pawnee

· the ______________ and the Omaha Indians live on the ______________ Plains with lots of ______________

· they lived in permanent ________________ near rivers

· their homes were ______________  __________________

· lodge - ______________________________________________________

it means "to give shelter to"
· these homes were great for protection

· the Pawnee lived in ________________ and __________________

· the Pawnee ________________ 1/2 the year and ________________ the other half of the year

· crops they enjoyed growing were ________________, ______________, and ________________

· though they hunted _______________, they mostly grew crops

Western Plains
· the land of the Western Plains was very _________________

· these people relied on the ______________ for food (meat), they carved ______________ into _____________, and wove ___________into ____________

· the skin was used for blankets, clothing, and drums (they enjoyed decorating them with _____________)

· those on the Western Plains were _________________

· nomad - _____________________________________________________

it comes from the word "nomas" which means "a wandering person"
· they used a __________________ to carry belongings

· travois - ________________________________________________________

"the travois trailed behind..."

· a travois was also used to make a _________________

In what ways were the lives of the Eastern and Western Plains Indians different?

__________________________________________________________________

What Plains Indians lived in Texas? _____________________________________

Pawnee Clothing

- Pawnee clothes were often made from deer skins, though men also wore robes made from buffalo.  The robes were meant to demonstrate a person's power and importance.

- clothes were often decorated with symbols of the sun, moon, or stars.

Western Plains
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The Comanche
· horses were brought to North America by the ___________________
· a person was wealthy by how many ___________________ he owned
· the most valuable item to the Comanche was the ________________

· the Comanche were fierce ____________________

· they were known as the "___________ of the Southern Plains"
Comanche Government

· the Comanche were _____________________

· leaders of each Comanche group were called _________________

The Comanche Today
· most Comanche today live in ______________________

· they maintain their own ________________ and love __________-___________

Why were horses important to Western Plains Indians?

______________________________________________________________________
watch video on the Peoples of the Plains, complete chart on Comanche & Pawnee
Discuss lesson review p. 63
Complete/Review "reading skill and strategy" handout

Complete p. 19 for practice (HW)

Complete on your study guide #14, 15, 19, 20, and the essay (part 5) for HW

	People of the Western Plains
	People of the Eastern Plains

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Uses for Buffalo








