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Unit 1: Native American Culture

Chapter 2: The First Americans

In this chapter, we are examining the Native Americans in our 5 regions of the United States: Northeast, Northwest, Southeast, Southwest, and the Midwest.

Big Idea - Each tribe of Native Americans in the U.S. used the resources available to them from the land to eat, make shelter, trade with each other, and endure the climate in their region.

Lesson 4: Peoples of the East (Northeast and Southeast)

Vocabulary for this chapter (use made flashcards/make flashcards)


a. landform



i. clan


b. plateau



j. pueblo


c. region



k. staple


d. economy



l. ceremony


e. environment


m. lodge


f. agriculture


n. nomad


g. civilization


o. travois


h. potlatch



p. longhouse

In this lesson, you will be able to:

· explain how the geography of the Eastern Woodlands influenced the lives of the American Indians of the region.

· describe the way of life and culture of the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois).

The Eastern Woodlands
Look at the map on p. 61.  What region of the U.S. does it show?  What do you think were the resources that the people of the Great Plains had for food and shelter? (hint: see picture on p. 60)

The skill for this lesson is compare and contrast (describe the differences in climate and shelter)
This lesson describes how 5 Eastern Woodland nations worked together to survive.

· The eastern part of the U.S. includes many landforms and ______________.  It gets lots of ______________ to allow for the trees to grow.

· It stretches from the _________________  _______________ on the left to the _________________  _________________ on the right. 

The People and the Land
· the people of the Eastern Woodlands hunted ___________, ____________, and ____________, and also ate _____________
· they made ____________ from maple trees
· wild _____________ grew near the Great Lakes
· these people were _______________

Farming and Building
· these Native Americans cut and burned ______________ to plant ____________
· they planted ____________, _______________, and _______________ and these were the _____________ crops
· in the South, homes were built without _____________
· clothing was light, made from _______________ because it was very ________
· the clothing of the people in the North was made from ______________ 
· the Iroquois houses were called ____________________
· longhouse - ______________________________________________________

(it is a compound word)
· the name Haudenosaunee means "people of the ____________________"
What were the 3 sisters?
__________________________________________________________________

- A longhouse might measure 50 to 150 feet.  Its length depended on how many families lived in it.
- An Iroquois village might last for 20 years.  After that, its people would move to another location where the land and firewood had not been depleted.

The Haudenosaunee
· the Iroquois lived in  ____________  ____________  ______________

· they spoke common languages, and yet ______________ each other

· the Iroquois were in a confederation called the ___________________  ______________

· confederation - ______________________________________________
("con" means "with" - groups coming together)

Haudenosaunee Government
· ________________ from each nation governed them

· everyone had to _____________ before a decision could be made

· the people lived in ________________

· _______________ chose the chiefs and the chiefs could be replaced

Haudenosaunee Trading

· ________________ were forms of agreements

· wampum - ______________________________________________________

(it's an abbreviation for wampumeag)
· the wampums were valued among the people

· _______________ also took place between tribes

· barter - ________________________________________________________

(a synonym is "swap")
Haudenosaunee Today

· most Iroquois live today in _____________  _____________ and ______________  

· most live in big _________________

· some are __________________________

Why did the Haudenosaunee use wampum? _________________________________________________________________

watch video on the Peoples of the Eastern Woodlands,, complete chart on Iroquois and Seminoles

Discuss lesson review p. 71
Complete/Review "reading skill and strategy" handout

Complete p. 22 for practice (HW)

Complete on your study guide the essay (part 5) for HW

Discuss p. 72-73 on American Indian shelters







