Folktales, Fairy Tales, Tall Tales, Myths, and Legends

Folktales
· Stories that are usually handed down from the past by word of mouth or oral tradition
· Relate to adventures that both could happen or couldn’t happen, and illustrate the events through animal or human actions

· Examples include Rapunzel, Little Red Riding Hood, The 3 Little Pigs

· Often have truly evil people or animals, or good people or animals

· The good always wins in the end

· Usually begin “once upon a time in a far away land…” or “once upon a time…”

· Take place anytime, anywhere, animals can talk, as can non-living things, etc.

· Different versions of stories we’ve heard are from different cultures – Little Red Riding Hood is adapted in French, German, and Chinese

· Often teach values in lessons in behavior

Fairy Tales

· A kind of folktale or fable

· Includes characters such as witches, queens, giants, elves, princesses, dragons, talking animals, ogres, fairies

· Magical things often happen to the characters – a boy may become an animal, a princess could sleep for 100 years, an animal could become human

· Objects can talk, pumpkins become carriages, lamps become home to genies

· Are from a variety of cultures – started as oral tradition

· Adaptations of well-known stories are included – versions of Cinderella, for example

· Often has a larger than life ending – all is well in the kingdom

· Kindness prevails, everyone is happy

· The Stinky Cheese Man – example
Tall Tales
· A larger-than-life, or superhuman main character with a specific job

· A problem that is solved in a funny way

· Exaggerated details that describe things as greater than they really are

· Characters use everyday language

· Often passed down through oral tradition – those in the American wilderness told many tall tales for entertainment value

· Told years ago perhaps to give people strength or courage to do their dangerous or difficult jobs

· Examples include Paul Bunyon, Johnny Appleseed, Pecos Bill, and John Henry
Myths

· Stories that are usually handed down from the past
· Often don’t have authors but are retold by other storytellers

· Often try to explain the meaning of some aspect of life

· Show what a group of people once believed

· Feature supernatural characters and events

Legends

· A story coming down from the past
· Popularly regarded as historical but not much evidence for it its truth
· It is a very old story from ancient times
· Not always true
· People tell about a famous person or event
