Essential Question:

Why do we forecast/predict the weather?

Meteorologist – a person who studies what is happening in the air or atmosphere.  He/she studies weather and climate.  He/she predicts the forecast using weather instruments.

- Use our Creek View weather station to gather what the weather is like here today!

· Weather maps are used to help us understand & predict the weather (we look at the symbols shown on the map – high/low pressure areas, warm/cold/stationary fronts – to understand what the weather is like)

· How do different fronts form? (see below

Air Mass – a body of air that has the same general temperature and air pressure throughout

Front – Where 2 air masses meet.

Cold Front – produces stormy weather, rain, cold air (cold air meets [image: image1.jpg]


warm air) – the cold air forces the warm air to rise and form clouds.
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Warm Front – warm air meets cold air and forces the cold air out.  Clouds form, drizzle, a lot of sunshine
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Stationary Front – a front that stays in 1 place for several days.  It produces constant flooding or snow (A LOT!)
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High Pressure – air pressure is higher than the air around it.  Produces dry, clear weather. Symbol – blue H
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Low Pressure – Air pressure is lower than the air around it.  Produces wind, clouds, rain, thunder. Symbol – red L
What is the difference between weather and climate?

Weather – the condition of the atmosphere around us at a particular time

Climate – the average weather conditions over a long period of time
· What is the difference between the climate and weather in a rain forest (tropical), the U.S. (temperate), and polar areas? (see notes page “Notes on Weather and Climate”)

